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Dear Ms Okada, 

Dear Ms Hameleers, 

Dear Mr Hasegawa, 

Thank you for your letter of 27 July 2020 on the above-mentioned subject. You call on the 

Commission and Japan to set up an animal welfare technical working group and to adopt a 

working plan on the topic under the auspices of the EU-Japan Economic Partnership 

Agreement (EPA). 

As you may be aware, under the European Green Deal 1, the Commission adopted a Farm to 

Fork Strategy2
, which identified an urgent need to further improve animal welfare 

considering that: "better animal welfare improves animal health and food quality, reduces 

the need for medication and can help preserve biodiversity. " 

For this reason, the Commission has launched an evaluation of the entire EU legislation on 

the welfare of farmed animals3
, including on animal transport and slaughter, with a view to 

align it with the latest scientific evidence, broaden its scope, make it easier to enforce and 

ultimately ensure a higher level of animal welfare. 

In parallel, the Commission has also started to explore options for animal welfare labelling to 

better transmit information to consumers. The matter will also be discussed in a dedicated 

sub-group, established under the EU Animal Welfare Platform, in the year to come. 

1 COM/2019/640 final 
2 COM/2020/381 final 
3 https:// ec. europa.eu/food/sites/food/files/animals/ docs/aw fitness-check roadmap.pdf 
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