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A   Call   to   Do   More   for   Animals   in   the   context   of   the   

EU-Japan   Economic   Partnership   Agreement   (JEEPA)  

 

Dear   Commissioner   Hogan,  

Dear   Commissioner   Kyriakides,  

Eurogroup  for  Animals,  Japan  An�-Vivisec�on  Associa�on  (JAVA  )  and  Animal  Rights  Center  Japan              
(ARC  Japan)  wish  to  draw  a�en�on  to  the  fact  that  the  EU  and  Japan  need  to  do  more  for  animals  in                      
the   context   of   the   implementa�on   of   the   EU-Japan   Economic   Partnership   Agreement   (JEEPA).   

In  the  EU,  one  out  of  seven  European  ci�zens  considers  animal  welfare  to  be  a  priority  for  the                   
European  Union,  and  one  out  of  eight  declared  that  animal  welfare  was  what  made  them  proud  to                  
be  European.  The  2016  Eurobarometer  on  animal  welfare  revealed  that  90%  of  EU  ci�zens  wanted                
the  EU  to  do  more  to  promote  animal  welfare  at  global  level.  In  Japan,  based  on  the  latest  findings  of                     
a   study   conducted   by   the   University   of   Tsukuba,   animal   welfare   is   gaining   trac�on   with   the   public.  1

JEEPA  entered  into  force  on  1  February  2019,  crea�ng  the  largest  “open  trade  zone”.  This  agreement                 
also  provides  the  EU  and  Japan  with  the  possibility  to  set  up  a  technical  working  group  on  animal                   
welfare,  and  to  adopt  a  working  plan  to  define  priori�es  in  this  area  of  coopera�on  (Ar�cle  18.17.2).                  
In  the  context  of  the  Trade  and  Sustainable  Development  chapter,  par�es  shall  also  implement               
effec�ve  measures  to  combat  illegal  trade  in  endangered  species  of  wild  fauna,  and  exchange               
informa�on   on   this   topic   (Ar�cle   16.6.2.b).   

1   h�ps://www.eubios.info/ABC4/abc4335.htm   

https://www.eubios.info/ABC4/abc4335.htm


As  of  today,  the  EU  and  Japan  have  not  made  any  progress  in  this  field.  We,  European  and  Japanese                    
organisa�ons,  call  on  the  European  Commission  and  Japan  to  set  up  an  animal  welfare  working                
group  and  to  adopt  an  ambi�ous  working  plan  on  the  topic  in  the  context  of  the  implementa�on  of                   
JEEPA.  In  addi�on  to  being  a  dimension  of  sustainable  development  in  its  own  right,  animal  welfare                 
is  also  connected  to  the  achievement  of  several  UN  Sustainable  Development  Goals  (SDGs),  a  key                
priority  to  both  the  EU  and  Japan .  We  also  call  on  the  EU  and  Japan  to  priori�se  the  work  on                     
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wildlife-related  issues  in  the  coopera�on  taking  place  under  the  Trade  and  Sustainable  Development              
chapter.  

Japan  is  an  important  producer  of  eggs  and  chicken  meat.  In  2018,  it  ranked  sixth  in  the  world  for  egg                     
produc�on  (2.6  million  tonnes)  and  eight  for  poultry  meat  (2.3  million  tonnes).  According  to  the                
Animal  Protec�on  Index  established  by  World  Animal  Protec�on,  the  country  has  the  lowest  animal               
welfare  standards  among  G7  countries  and  standards  established  in  that  field  at  the  World               
Organisa�on  for  Animal  Health  (OIE)  are  o�en  disregarded.  The  situa�on  needs  to  be  addressed,  and                
the  EU  could  share  with  Japan  its  experience  in  improving  animal  welfare  standards,  especially  in  the                 
laying  hen  and  broiler  industry,  and  of  the  posi�ve  impact  it  has  had  on  the  sustainability  of  these                   
sectors   in   Europe.  

Japan  is  also  an  important  market  for  cosme�cs  and  several  key  Japanese  cosme�c  companies,  like                
Shiseido,  have  already  stopped  relying  on  animal  tes�ng.  However  there  is  no  move  to  ban  animal                 
tes�ng  for  cosme�cs  by  law.  This  topic  could  be  at  the  heart  of  EU-Japan  animal  welfare  coopera�on,                  
as   the   EU   could   share   its   experience   in   moving   toward   an   animal   tes�ng   free   cosme�c   industry.   

Finally,  the  EU  and  Japan  should  also  collaborate  on  topics  related  to  wildlife.  First,  both  the  EU  and                   
Japan  are  important  des�na�ons  for  the  exo�c  pet  trade ,  which  has  a  detrimental  impact  on  the                 
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welfare  of  animals  and  on  biodiversity  but  also  on  public  health  as  it  may  play  a  role  in  the  spreading                     
of  zoonoses.  Both  par�es  could  start  a  reflec�on  process  on  how  to  decrease  the  nega�ve  impacts  of                  
this  trade,  poten�ally  through  the  establishment  of  a  “posi�ve  list”  of  animals  that  can  be  traded.                 
Secondly,  the  EU  and  Japan  could  work  together  towards  closing  their  domes�c  market  for  ivory.                
While  many  countries  have  closed  their  ivory  markets  following  CITES  recommenda�ons  adopted  at              
the  17th  mee�ng  of  the  Conference  of  the  Par�es  (CoP17)  in  2016,  the  European  Union  and  Japan                  
s�ll  need  to  take  ac�on.  Given  recent  seizures,  it’s  clear  that  Japan  and  the  EU  are  s�ll  contribu�ng  to                    
illegal  ivory  trade  and  the  delay  in  implemen�ng  CITES  recommenda�on  is  jeopardising  the  effort               
made   by   other   countries,   like   China,   Singapore   and   the   US.   

The  recent  Covid-19  pandemic  has  revealed  the  lack  of  resilience  of  our  trading  systems,  at  great                 
costs.  It  also  underlined  the  deep  interlinkages  between  human,  animal  and  planetary  health  and               
welfare.  The  spread  of  zoonoses  is  mainly  caused  not  only  by  the  trade  in  wild  animals  but  also  by                    
the  pressure  on  biodiversity  which  makes  encounters  between  (wild  and  farmed)  animals  and              
humans  more  frequent  and  closer.  Intensive  farming  contributes  to  this  pressure  as  it  needs  massive                
amounts  of  animal  feed,  such  as  soy,  to  run.  The  next  -  and  poten�ally  even  worse  –  pandemic  could                    
also  easily  emerge  from  one  of  these  intensive  farms.  Farmed  animals  of  similar  gene�c  strains  kept                 

2   Keeling   et   al,   Animal   Welfare   and   the   United   Na�ons   Sustainable   Development   Goals,    Front   Vet   Sci .,   2019,   6:  
336.  
3  TRAFFIC,    Crossing   the   Red   Line   -   Japan’s   Exo�c   Pet   Trade ,   June   2020   (on   Japan)   and  
h�ps://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/what-we-do/areas-of-concern/exo�c-pet-trade    (on   the   EU)  

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC6797006/
https://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/what-we-do/areas-of-concern/exotic-pet-trade


by  the  billions  (trillions,  if  we  consider  fish  in  aquaculture)  are  reservoirs  and  pathways  for  diseases                 
that   can   be   dangerous,   if   not   devasta�ng,   for   humans   and   wild   animals.   

The  EU  and  Japan  represent  together  635  million  ci�zens,  many  of  which  believe  more  should  be                 
done  to  improve  the  life  of  animals.  With  poli�cal  willingness  and  resources,  mechanisms  available               
under  the  EU-Japan  Economic  Partnership  Agreement  can  contribute  to  achieving  progress  for             
animals,  which  will  in  turn  help  both  socie�es  build  more  resilience  to  future  crises.  We  therefore  call                  
on   you   to   use   such   mechanisms   and   define   an   ambi�ous   working   plan   for   the   years   to   come.   

 

 

 
 
 


