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Europe’s trade

Each year around 6 million farm animals are transpted huge distances across Europe. Many of these
journeys, which involve extensive suffering, takeGor 50 hours; some take over 70 hours.

Some of these animals are being transported for slaghter, others for further fattening. Much of the sffering

that is inherent in long journeys could be prevent by substantially reducing journey times. Bearinghis in

mind, animals should be slaughtered as near as posble to the farm of rearing; the meat could then be
transported to wherever it is wanted. Animals shoul also be fattened on or near the farm of birth. Taonvert

these principles into practical reality, a maximuntimit of 8 hours should be placed on journeys to slughter or

for further fattening.

The suffering involved

Animals are regularly packed into overcrowded truck and are often given no, or far too little, foodwater or
rest. As the journeys progress, the animals becomeéncreasingly exhausted, dehydrated and stressed. &me
get injured, suffering from painful problems such @ilameness, broken legs, broken horns and broken plkises.

Due to exhaustion or poor driving (sudden braking 10 acceleration or over-rapid cornering) some animal
collapse on to the floor of the truck where they age in danger of being trampled by their companions.

Many journeys take place in blistering summer heatn severely overcrowded trucks with inadequate
ventilation. Combined with water deprivation and th sheer length of the journeys, this leads to anima
becoming utterly worn out; some succumb to heat stess and can be seen desperately panting and gasping
for air. In the worst cases, many die.

Transport of unfit animals

The new film Forbidden Journeysfocuses on one particularly serious problem: the amsport of sick and injured
cows and, in some cases, bulls. For two years Animals’ Angels has been investigaig the fate of dairy cows
when, at the end of their working life, they are set for slaughter. They found sick and injured cowswhich
should be euthanized, being forced to the abattoirso that they can enter the human food chain. Thissi a
serious problem in several Member States; the filnfocuses on three countries: Spain, Italy and Portug.
Investigations with similar results have also beewgarried in the Netherlands, Poland and Germany. Tlee
journeys cause great suffering - and are illegal.

The transport of sick or injured animals was prohitted by Directive 91/628 on the protection of animés during
transport. That prohibition has been tightened up l the new Regulation 1/2005 on the protection of aimals



during transport and related operations. The Regution stipulates that an animal is not fit for trangort if it is
"unable to move independently without pain or to wik unassisted".

The new film shows that examples of dairy cows thatannot stand up or walk have ropes or chains attabhed
to a leg or their neck and are then dragged off théruck. Sometimes tractors are used to shove the wetched
creatures on to the truck or across the slaughterhase yard. This cruel treatment causes immense paiand
distress.

Farmers and transporters ignore the law that prohiibs the transport of ill and injured animals becaus they are
determined to get them to the abattoir. The animal$ave a high value if they can be slaughtered in aabattoir.
But if they are killed on the farm or at market thg are worth nothing as their meat cannot enter thehuman
food chain.

Animals’ Angels investigators filming in Italy an8pain, Poland, Holland, Germany and Portugal in 20®found
injured cows regularly being transported in breactof the law. They returned in spring 2007 to Spain ad in
summer 2007 to Portugal where they found the same Buses continuing in both countries. Due to pressure
from Animals’ Angels and the media, however, the Sanish authorities have finally taken measures toap the
transport and abuse of downer cows at one Spanish faughterhouse. It was here that chains were attache to
the legs of cows that could not walk, in order to laul them, upside down, to the first floor.”

Dairy cows are particularly vulnerable to becomingvhat are called ‘downers’ — animals that cannot getup or
walk. They have been pushed to suchhigh milk yields that many suffer from a range oferious welfare
problems including a high incidence of lameness andnastitis, chronic hunger and digestive disorders.The
pressures on high yielding cows are so great that mny are prematurely culled after just 2-3 lactation due to
infertility, severe loss of body condition and utteexhaustion. Lameness, which is often extremely gaful, is the
most serious problem. Most surveys in Europe reporthat about 50% of dairy cows go lame in any one yar
and about 20% are lame at any one timé. This high level of lameness means that many are atisk of
deteriorating during transport to the point where ey cannot walk at all.

Other enforcement problems

In addition to the transport of unfit animals, manyransporters have been ignoring other key aspect®f the EU
legislation and many Member States have been failinto enforce the law. This is evidenced by a wholeaft of
damning reports by the European Commission’s Food ad Veterinary Office as well as by reports by Anintsl
Angels, Compassion in World Farming and Eurogroupof Animals, all of whom have monitored the trade.

The following breaches of the legislatioinave been common for many years:

deficient checks by the authorities in the Member &te of departure. In some cases the authorities
accept journey plans that show unrealistically shaojourney times with the result that the rest stopghat
are obligatory for long journeys are neither planrenor carried out.

permitted loading density is exceeded. Overcrowdindeads to heat stress and makes it impossible for
animals to reach the water points on the truck.

insufficient headroom

failure to provide water on the vehicle

failure to unload and provide rest, water and foodmid-journey. Regulation 1/2005 (and previously
Directive 91/628) provides that after 24 hours travel, pigs and hores must be unloaded and given 24
hours rest, food and water; the same applies to shep and cattle after 29 hours travel. These
requirements are regularly ignored on transports &m Spain to Italy.

trucks failing to meet the vehicle standards laid dwn by the legislation for journeys exceeding 8 has
transport of unfit animals.
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Enforcement failures on long journeys
A failure to enforce the legislation is common on any of Europe’s main routes. Examples include:

Transports from Spain to Italy

Animals’ Angels has monitored exports from Spain tdtaly for slaughter over the last two years. Horsg pigs,
sheep and cattle are all involved in this trade. S®us breaches of EU animal protection legislatioroccur
routinely during these journeys. No attempt is maddy the Spanish authorities to enforce this legistéon. As a
result animals are regularly transported for over3hours without any proper rest, food or water.

Transport of pigs from the Netherlands
The Netherlands exports 2 million pigs a year to Sgn, Italy and Eastern Europe. Some are going for
slaughter, but most are young pigs being sent fordttening. These long journeys often involve greatusfering.

Earlier this year 190 piglets died during a journefrom the Netherlands to southern Italy. Recently 3 Dutch
piglets died on a journey to Spain. Moreover, a Duh truck carrying piglets from Denmark to Italy o
unloaded the piglets on board for a 12 hour rest istead of the required 24 hours. The drivers then faified the
documents, claiming that they had stopped for 24 haurs.

Transport of lambs and horses from Eastern Europeof slaughter in Italy

Around 1.3 million lambs a year are sent from Hungg, Romania and Poland to Italy. Italy also impaostaround
60,000 horses a year for slaughter from Eastern Eope, mainly from Poland and Romania. EU legislatiors
frequently ignored during these long journeys. Mantiorses are visibly exhausted from their ordeal andhjuries
are common. The law that requires horses to be tragported in single stalls is nearly always broken.dmbs
are often transported in overcrowded trucks with isufficient headroom and are not given the rest, fod and
water required by EU legislation.

Transport of cattle from Ireland to Spain and Italy
Ireland exports around 100,000 cattle a year to Spm and lItaly for fattening. Irish transporters ofte fail to
unload the animals and rest them as required by Elegislation.

Call for action

Animals’ Angels, Compassion in World Farming and Eogroup for Animalsbelieve these cruel practices must
be ended. We call on the European Commission and td EU Member States:

to set a legal limit on the time for which animalgan be transported;
to rigorously enforce the EU legislation on the pitection of animals during transport;

and in particular to enforce the prohibition on theéransport of ill and injured animals.
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