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Animals in Europe 

Nearly nine out of ten European 
citizens support payments being 
cut for farmers who ignore animal 
welfare standards, according to 
the latest Eurobarometer survey. 
 

The survey also shows there is 
generally support for a CAP reform.  

Eurogroup is calling for the Rural 
Development budget to be in-
creased, and for money to be set 
aside for measures improving ani-
mal welfare. It should also become 
obligatory for member states to 
include animal welfare measures in 
their rural development pro-
grammes. 
 
Legislative proposals for the CAP 
health check should be adopted 
on 20 May with adoption sched-
uled for the end of this year. 
 
For Eurogroup’s views on the CAP 
health check, visit  
www.eurogroupforanimals.org  
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The welfare of farm animals will be 
discussed at an international forum 
in Brussels this month. The Inter-
national Forum on Global Aspects 
of Farm Animal Welfare will take 
place on 22 and 23 April at Centre 
Albert Borschette, 36 Rue Frois-
sart. 
 

The event is being organised by 
the European Commission’s direc-
torate general for external trade 
and the directorate general for 
health and consumer protection 
together with Eurogroup for Ani-
mals and other animal welfare or-
ganisations. 
 

For more information, visit 
www.animalwelfareandtrade.com  
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New health Commissioner An-
droulla Vassiliou has promised to 
improve livestock transport as part 
of her commitment to animal wel-
fare. 
 

During the hearing to confirm at 
the European Parliament, she said: 
“I am very concerned about the 
decent treatment of animals, and 
feel there is a lot of room for im-
proving animal welfare.” 
 

One of the issues Vassiliou wants 
to tackle is animal transport. She 
said her directorate would discuss 
a new proposal regarding stocking 
densities and transport duration. In 
addition Commission services 
would work on an impact assess-
ment. 

The new commissioner also stated 
that she questioned whether clon-
ing for food would be really neces-
sary. She said ethical and animal 
welfare considerations had to be 
taken into account when deciding 
whether to approve the practice. 
 

Although the former Cypriot health 
minister supported scientific pro-
gress, she said every action should 
be proportionate considering the 
health and security of people and 
the welfare of animals. 

Commissioner Vassiliou is now in charge of animal health and welfare 
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For more information, MEPs can call  
Andreas Erler on 02 74 00 891 or email him on 

a.erler@eurogroupforanimals.org  
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MEPs have called improving stan-
dards for animal welfare the best 
way to help decrease the chances 
of animal diseases spreading. At 
its latest meeting in Strasbourg, 
the Parliamentary Intergroup on 
Animal Welfare discussed the EU’s 
new animal health strategy plan, 
which puts greater emphasis on 
precautionary measures.  
 
Neil Parish, President of the Parlia-
mentary Intergroup, com-
mented:  “Improving the treatment 
of animals could be the best 
weapon in the fight against animal 
diseases. Something like trans-
porting animals over long dis-
tances only increases the likelihood 
of them catching diseases.” 
 
The draft report on the animal 
health strategy was written by 
Janusz Wojciechowski MEP. It was 

adopted by the agricultural com-
mittee on 1 April and will be 
adopted in plenary on 22 April.  
 
The report says vaccination should 
replace culling as much as possi-
ble during outbreaks of infectious 
diseases. Also it states high stock-
ing densities may increase the risk 
of diseases spreading. 
 
To read a briefing on an action 
plan for the new strategy visit 
www.eurogroupforanimals.org  

food products from cloned animals 
to their own children.  
 

Eurogroup for Animals believes the 
EU should ban cloning for food as 
the practice is unwanted on both 
sides of the Atlantic. 
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The US is considering to install 
cameras in slaughterhouses to 
help enforce rules protecting ani-
mals’ welfare and the quality of the 
meat. A record 143 million pound 
of beef was recalled after under-
cover footage showed staff at a 
plant forcing unhealthy animals to 
go into a chute for slaughter. The 
department of agriculture might 
now install cameras in about 800 
slaughterhouses to help monitor 
staff. 
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An extra 50,000 harp seal pups 
are set to be killed this year in Can-
ada. The Canadian government 
has adopted 275,000 as the total 
allowable catch for the hunt sea-
son which is starting this spring. 
This figure represents a rise com-
pared to last year, when 224,000 
seals were killed – 98.5% of which 
were pups under three months 
old. The Commission is still con-
sidering whether to go ahead with 
an European-wide ban on seal 
products. For a briefing on seals, 
visit www.eurogroupforanimals.org    
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Nearly half a million lab animals are 
used each year to test veterinary 
vaccines for pets and farm animals 
in the EU, according to a new re-
port issued by Eurogroup member 
RSPCA. 

The British animal welfare organi-
sation recommends the use of al-
ternative methods where available, 
and calls for the development of 
more alternative methods.  
 

The report also lists practical steps 
that be taken to improve animal 
welfare. 
 

To read the report, visit  
www.rspca.org.uk/vaccines  
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European parliamentarians hit the 
headlines of publications across 
the continent with their opposition 
to food for cloning. The Parliamen-
tary Intergroup on Animal Welfare 
prepared a resolution to call on the 
Commission to prohibit cloning of 
animals for food. Parliament will 
vote on the resolution within the 
coming weeks. 
 

News of the resolution was re-
ported in various countries in gen-
eral publications as well as special-
ised ones such as EU Food Law 
and Livestock & Meat Monthly. 
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The majority of Americans sur-
veyed would not want to eat food 
products from cloned animals, ac-
cording to a Food and Drug Ad-
ministration report just published in 
the US. Each of the focus groups 
surveyed for the report brought up 
serious health and ethical con-
cerns, and all of the parents ques-
tioned said they would never give 
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