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Brussels, 4 March 2008 

Coalition of scientists, consumers and farmers call s for ban on cloning 
 
A monster coalition of farmers, scientists, consumers, environmentalists and animal welfare campaigners 
has written an open letter to the European Commission to call for an immediate ban on the cloning of 
animals for food production, and on the import and sale of imported food products from cloned animals 
and their offspring. 
 
Signatories from 20 different organisations point out that cloning is inefficient, would greatly reduce genetic 
diversity within livestock populations, and would encourage people to view farm animals as commodities 
rather than sentient beings. 
 
The participation of such diverse organisations indicates how widespread concerns about cloning are and 
how strong opposition against it is. The coalition includes organisations such as European Farmers 
Coordination, Scientists for Global Responsibility, Friends of the Earth, and European Public Health 
Alliance. 
 
Gérard Choplin, coordinator of the European Farmers Coordination, said: "Animal cloning does not favour 
either sustainable farming or food sovereignty, contradicts the aims of agricultural biodiversity action plans 
and implies greater transnational company control of farmers and farming.” 
 
Rodrigo Gouveia, secretary general of Euro Coop, the European Association of Consumer Cooperatives, 
said: “Cloning does not have any added-value for consumers and does not reflect any of their needs or 
expectations. Moreover if such products were to reach the European market, it would raise major concerns 
regarding consumer’s fundamental right to be informed about the food they buy.” 
 
Sonja Van Tichelen, director of Eurogroup for Animals which initiated the open letter, added: “It is great 
news that organisations representing anything from farmers, to consumers and scientists have joined the 
fight against cloning of animals for food. It shows that there are a lot of concerns about cloning and that 
opposition to it is widespread and growing. 
 
“Cloning represents a terrible waste of animal lives. It takes many animals just to produce one successful 
clone. And the ones who do survive suffer from more defects than non-cloned animals and die much 
earlier.” 
 
According to scientific research, the success rate for clone foetuses reaching term is 0.5% to 5%. 
 
The EU faces increasing pressure to ban the cloning of animals for food after it announced it was 
considering whether to approve it. The European Group on Ethics, which advises the European 
Commission, said in its final opinion published on 17 January that it “does not see convincing arguments to 
justify the production of food from clones and their offspring”. And on 20 February members of the 
European Parliamentary Intergroup on Animal Welfare called for the European Commission to prohibit 
cloning of animals for food and any products from cloned animals and their offspring. Their resolution is 
expected to be presented to the European Parliament within the coming weeks. 
 
The European Food Safety Authority finished a public consultation on its draft opinion on cloning for food 
on 25 February. 
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If the European Union were to approve cloning for food, products from cloned animals and their offspring 
could be on the market within the next few years. Once these products have been allowed, it will be 
difficult to identify them as being from cloned animals and their offspring. 
 
Several scientific studies suggest food products from cloned animals and their offspring are different to 
that of normal animals [see notes below]. 
 
- ENDS - 
 
The text of the open letter is available at: 
http://www.eurogroupforanimals.org/news/pdf/cloningopenletter4march08.pdf  
 
For more information call Steven Blaakman, senior press officer at Eurogroup, on 0032 (0)27400823 or 
email him on s.blaakman@eurogroupforanimals.org. Outside office hours please call 0032 (0)475 731066.  
 
Notes: 
 

·  Eurogroup for Animals represents animal welfare organisations in nearly each of the European member states. Since it 
was launched in 1980, the organisation has succeeded in encouraging the European Union to adopt higher legal 
standards of animal protection. For more information about Eurogroup, visit www.eurogroupforanimals.org.  

 

·  Cloning has proved to be an incredibly wasteful process. According to research by the National Institute for Agricultural 
Research in France, only about 1 in 10 eggs used in cloning develops into an embryo that can be placed into a surrogate 
mother. Only about five foetuses in a 100 are born alive, as shown in a 2004 paper in the journal Cloning and Stem Cells.  

 

·  Cloned animals die younger and suffer more defects than normal animals. Many clones suffer from defects such as 
contracted tendos, respiratory failure, limb and head deformities, heart disease and kidney problems. Dolly the sheep, the 
first mammal cloned from an adult cell, had to be put down at the early age of six after developing arthritis and lung 
disease. According to research by the National Institute for Agricultural Research in France, clones of cows reach puberty 
62 days later and 56 kilos heavier than normal cows.  

 

·  There is still much scientific debate about whether cloned animals are really healthy. Cloning pioneer Rudolf Jaenisch 
said there is strong evidence that cloned animals even if they survive after birth have serious gene-expression 
abnormalities.  

 

·  Several scientific studies suggest food products from cloned animals and their offspring are different to that of normal 
animals. One study published in the journal Theriogenology last year showed there were statistically significant 
differences in vital fatty acids and enzymes in milk from cloned animals compared to conventional animals. Another study 
found that offspring of pig clones had less bacon yield, shorter back and loin lengths, and less fatty acids. Dean Betts, 
associate professor of biomedical sciences at the University of Guelph, discovered that goat and sheep clones and their 
offspring have significantly shorter telomeres, which are chromosome endings that have been linked to aging and 
susceptibility to cancer.  

 


