PRESS INFORMATION

Brussels, 23 January 2006

Eurogroup for Animal Welfare congratulates Commissioner Kyprianou on the
publication of the first-ever EU Action Plan on Animal Protection.

The animal protection NGO was delighted that with the adoption of the Community Action Plan on Animal
Protection today, the Commission has taken an historic decision to formally recognise animal protection as a
cornerstone of EU policy. The action plan aims to consolidate the achievements on animal welfare to date and
proposes a strategy to maintain and increase animal protection in the coming years. It is welcomed that the
Commission will be using different mechanisms; legal standards, research, communication, training and coherence
with other EU policies to improve the lives of millions of animals in the EU and beyond.

An increasing number of EU citizens care about the way animals are treated. Several opinion polls including the
Commission’s own recent Eurobarometer' and internet consultation” have highlighted strong feelings about animal
protection. Although the EU has adopted a number of laws to protect animals, they often do not go far enough to
ensure acceptable welfare levels. Experience has further shown that the adoption of standards alone is insufficient.
A lack of consistency between EU policies needs to be overcome, in order for animal protection to be integrated
within a broader policy framework that encompasses agriculture, research, environmental protection, animal health,
human health and international trade.

Sonja van Tichelen, Director of Eurogroup, welcomes the initiative as the second most important Community
statement on animal welfare after the protocol on animal welfare in the Amsterdam Treaty’, “7his is a huge step
forward for animal protection and we look forward to contributing to the further implementation of the plan.
Commissioner Kyprianou has understood that high levels of animal protection should not be seen as a burden but
as a benefit for the whole society.  Strong protection for animals contributes to sustainability, while giving us
animals that are healthier and happier, consumers who can buy the products they want and producers who can
add value through improved quality.”

Ends

For further information contact Sonja van Tichelen, Tel.: +32 (0)2 740 08 20; Mobile: +32 (0)477 246 077,
www.eurogroupanimalwelfare.org; Eurogroup for Animal Welfare, 6 rue des Patriotes, B-1000 Brussels.

' “Attitude of Consumers Towards the Welfare of Farmed Animals” European Commission. June 2005. Brussels.
http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/animal/welfare/euro _barometer25 en.pdf

? Public Internet Consultation - Results

http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/animal/welfare/sum response stats en.pdf

® The Protocol on Animal Welfare, included in the Treaty of Amsterdam (1997) acknowledges animals as sentient beings and places a legal
obligation on the Community and Member States to pay full regard to the welfare requirements of animals.
http://www.eurogroupanimalwelfare.org/legislation1.htm

6 rue des Patriotes — B - 1000 Brussels
Tel : +32 (0)2 740 08 20 - Fax : +32 (0)2 740 08 29
Email : info@eurogroupforanimals.org Www.eurogroupforanimals.org



Eurogroup for Animals January 2006



